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ambitions and took great joy in watching her
daughter do so.

Neither she nor Elena’s father lived to see
this day. But I think her mother would relish
this moment. I think she would relish, as I do,
the prospect of three women taking their seat
on the Nation’s highest Court for the first time
in history, a Court that would be more inclu-
sive, more representative, more reflective of us
as a people than ever before.

And I think they would be tremendously
proud of their daughter, a great lawyer, a great
teacher, and a devoted public servant who I am
confident will make an outstanding Supreme
Court Justice.

So I hope that the Senate will act in a biparti-
san fashion, as they did in confirming Elena to
be our Solicitor General last year, and that they

will do so as swiftly as possible, so she can get
busy and take her seat in time to fully partici-
pate in the work of the Court this fall.

With that, I would like to invite the person
who I believe will be the next Supreme Court
Justice of the United States, Elena Kagan, to
say a few words.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Irving and Marc Kagan, brothers
of Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate
Kagan. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate Ka-
gan. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Death of Lena Horne
May 10, 2010

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to hear
about the passing of Lena Horne, one of our
Nation’s most cherished entertainers. Over the
years, she warmed the hearts of countless
Americans with her beautiful voice and dramat-
ic performances on screen. From the time her
grandmother signed her up for an NAACP
membership as a child, she worked tirelessly to
further the cause of justice and equality. In
1940, she became the first African American

performer to tour with an all-White band. And
while entertaining soldiers during World War
II, she refused to perform for segregated audi-
ences, a principled struggle she continued well
after the troops returned home.

Michelle and I offer our condolences to all
those who knew and loved Lena, and we join all
Americans in appreciating the joy she brought
to our lives and the progress she forged for our
country.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Russian Federation for Cooperation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy
May 10, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
proposed Agreement Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation for Cooper-

ation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy (the “Agreement”). I am also pleased to
transmit my written approval of the proposed
Agreement and determination that the pro-
posed Agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security, together with a copy of an
unclassified Nuclear Proliferation Assessment
Statement (NPAS) concerning the Agreement.
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